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through his friend Raja Jai Singh to create an awkward
to divert the attention of the Maratha chiefs and prevent
them from proceeding towards Malwa to help Baji Rao who
was already on his way thither. Being apprised of Nizamul-
Mulk's movements, Baji Rao made straight for Sironj
at the head of a huge army of 80,000 men. The armies
met in the neighbourhood of Bhopal. Nizamul-Mulk, with
the great caution that characterised his military operations,
waited for the Peshwa to attack first. This gave time to the
Marathas to surround the Imperial army. After an indeci-
sive skirmish, in which neither party gained any advantage,
the Imperialists formed an entrenchment in the city of Bhopal,
abstaining from attacking the enemy. Delay in battle is
invariably in favour of those who carry on their operations
according to guerilla tactics. But Nizamul-Mulk had no
other alternative before him* He found that the Rajputs and
the Bundelas could not be relied upon in the event of a general
action. They were, in fact, secretly sending information to
the enemy as to his plans and intentions. Having traitors in
their midst the cause of the Imperialists was obviously doomed.
The spirit of defection in a considerable portion of the army
undermined its morale. No better evidence of this is to be
found than in one of the letters of Baji Rao himself which he
addressed to his brother, Chimnaji Appa. The letter was
written on the field of battle and runs thus: ceThe Nizam
is entrenched in the city of BhopaL There is famine in his
camp, grain is selling at four seers a rupee. His elephants
and horses are starving. The Rajputs and the Nizam are
distrustful of each other. They (the Rajputs) cannot flee
away as he (Nizamul-Mulk) has kept all their luggage in
the city."1
Before starting from the capital, Nizamul-Mulk was
totally unaware of this kind of spirit prevailing among the
Rajputs. But during the campaign he seems to have perceived
the lack of zeal on the part of the Rajput soldiery. It is also
quite probable that Amiru'l-Umara Samsamu'd-Daulah,
who was jealous of Nizamul-Mulk and desired his expedition
against the Marathas to fail, intrigued with the Rajput chiefs
1 This letter is pointed out by Sir Jadunath Sarkar in a footnote in Irvine's
Later Mugkals, vol. II, p. 304,

